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        Hubs
        The expertise hubs enrich the international profile of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom. They enable joint work across regions through their focus on globally relevant policy issues. These include questions of international financial and economic policy, digital policy, security, development and human rights policy.
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        Germany
        We are Active in over 60 Countries: The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom is committed to working with all its strength for a liberal world. Our core concern is the realization of freedom and responsibility. We promote the development of democratic, market-based and constitutional structures so that more and more people can live in a liberal, democratic society.
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        Europe
        Through the connection of EU experts, civil society, and decision makers we seek to foster open dialogue and discuss liberal policy solutions to European challenges. Together with our liberal partners, we develop formats and campaigns to promote rule of law, free markets and human rights. Moreover, we coordinate EU co-funded projects in the field of democracy support, development cooperation and human rights protection.
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        Middle East and North Africa
        Through our seven offices in the MENA Region, we actively promote the political debate to support innovative liberal approaches and solutions. Our projects are liberal platforms on which the Foundation's partners from the Gulf to the Levant and the entire southern side of the Mediterranean can provide creative impulses and discuss geopolitical issues.
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        Sub-Saharan Africa
        From our seven offices in Sub-Saharan Africa, we focus on promoting political networking. We are committed to strengthening liberalism and promoting human rights, the rule of law and the social market economy.
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        America
        In North America, our focus is on the transatlantic partnership, which we see as a supporting pillar for the security and stability of Western democracies. We encourage the political debate and develop innovative liberal approaches. In Latin America we work to promote strong democratic institutions, respect for human rights and rule of law as well as promoting liberal dialogue throughout the region.
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        Asia
        With its offices in Asia, the foundation supports programs to strengthen democratic processes, particularly free and fair elections, and transparent and accountable governance. The Foundation in the region also showcases innovation as a tool to encourage civic participation that further promotes freedom.
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    The Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom has been active in the South Caucasus since 1996. The work began with projects of the political education in Azerbaijan, from 2002 also in Armenia and Georgia. The office is located in Tbilisi, Georgia. The main focus of the work is the transformation process of former soviet republics towards modern democracies with free political systems based on social market economy and the rule of law.
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                                          Karl-Heinz Paqué
                                      

                  Georgia is Europe!

                  Georgian President Salome Zurabichvili is trying to accelerate Georgia's reform process towards Europe. The author spoke at length with her and liberal Georgian partners about the country's tortuous path to becoming a truly liberal democracy that will one day qualify for EU membership.
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    Georgia receives candidate status


  

  
  The European Council keeping the appetite for the EU’s eastward enlargement, decided to grant the candidate status to Georgia and open the accession negotiation with Ukraine and Moldova. The decision has a great political weight and sends a strong signal to the Georgian people. It says that Brussels sees and appreciates the Georgian people’s dedication and fight for freedom and Europeanization. However, this is not the end of the road, but rather the start of it. 
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    International Conference: Journalists Defending Human Rights


  

  
  Attacked, persecuted and imprisoned. Journalists who report on human rights violations are targeted simply for doing their job. To mark the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 25th anniversary of the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, the Friedrich Naumann Foundation and Reporters Without Borders Germany are jointly organising the international conference "Journalists Defending Human Rights" today. Listen to prominent human rights journalists, such as Nobel Prize winner Maria Ressa, as well as journalists from other countries.
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    Prisoner of Conscience: Afgan Sadygov, Azerbaijan


  

  
  Discover the story of courage of Afgan Sadygov, an Azeri journalist and founder of Azel.tv, an independent news website. As its editor, Sadygov mainly tackled topics related to corruption and social injustice. He was often critical of the government and exposed wrongdoing by local officials.
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    20 years from Georgia’s Rose Revolution


  

  
  November 23rd marks twenty years since Georgia’s Rose Revolution, a seminal event in Georgia’s modern history. On the 20th anniversary of the Rose Revolution, its legacy remains controversial due to its importance for current Georgian politics and, in the broader picture, the implication of "color revolutions" for what Russia calls its "near abroad." On the one hand, Georgia made a phenomenal leap forward during 2004-2012. On the other, many avoidable mistakes made by the young leaders of the Rose Revolution continue to haunt the country to date. 
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  Georgia has established a new strategic partnership with China in 2023. It deepens Georgia's ties with Beijing on a range of issues, from economic promises to cultural collaboration. The move has potentially grave implications for Georgia's democratic development and Euro-Atlantic perspective. 
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    Failed Presidential Impeachment Bid and Georgia's Current Path to European Integration


  

  
  In September, Georgia’s ruling party Georgian Dream (GD) commenced impeachment proceedings against President Salome Zourabichvili, Questions arise regarding the intentions and objectives behind this process and its possible ramifications for the quality of Georgia’s democracy and the country’s already endangered prospects of European integration. 
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    Georgia's Recent "Municipality Index" report has been published


  

  
  New Economic School-Georgia and supported by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation have published their 9th Annual "Municipality Index" research paper, The index aims to assess the business environment, living conditions, and administrative efficiency of five self-governed municipalities (Tbilisi, Kutaisi, Batumi, Rustavi, and Poti) and 59 self-governed community municipalities in Georgia. 
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    WAYS OUT OF INFORMAL ECONOMY


  

  
  This policy brief is also intended to serve as a comprehensive guide to the research and statistics available on informal economy in Georgia over the years. By shedding light on this often-overlooked aspect of economic activity, Informal Economy.
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    Displacement of Ethnic Armenians from Nagorno-Karabakh and New Wave of Tensions between Armenia and Russia


  

  
  The recent fierce escalation in Nagorno-Karabakh resulted in a great exodus. During the last few days, more than 100,000 ethnic Armenians from Nagorno-Karabakh have been fleeing their homes, as they hardly see any security guarantees for their families and children. The delayed UN Mission to Nagorno-Karabakh reports “as few as 50 to 1,000 ethnic Armenians” in the region. Meanwhile, Armenia's Parliament ratifies the ICC's founding statute, subjecting itself to the Court's jurisdiction and frustrating Russia.
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    EU Mission in Armenia and Russia


  

  
  The European Union with its newly created foreign policy instrument, the EU monitoring mission in Armenia, aims at monitoring the conflictive situation on the borderline between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Russia perceives this mission as a competition and a danger to its interests. The situation has become tense since Russian border guard units are located on the territory of Armenia on the same border the EU mission is monitoring. What problems occur on the ground, why, where, and how can they be solved? 
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    An attempt to circumvent international sanctions?


  

  
  On September 14, 2023, the United States imposed sanctions on Otar Partskhaladze, the former Prosecutor General of Georgia. The National Bank of Georgia initially aligned with the sanctions, but this led to internal strife within the government. Irakli Kobakhidze, leader of the Georgian Dream party, declared the National Bank's actions unconstitutional. This dispute led Acting President of the National Bank, unilaterally amending the directive on sanctions.
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    Josep Borrell - “No doubt, Georgia belongs to the European Family”


  

  
  Last week, in a significant diplomatic visit, the High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Josep Borrell, touched down at Tbilisi Shota Rustaveli Airport. His arrival was marked by a press conference where he addressed critical issues regarding Georgia's aspirations to join the European Union. 
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    European Parliament Vice President Nicola Beer in Georgia


  

  
  FNF South Caucasus Office hosted Nicola Beer, Vice President of the European Parliament, in Tbilisi, Georgia. During her visit, she engaged in fruitful discussions with the FNF heads of South Caucasus, Russia/Central Asia Office in Exile, and Ukraine and Belarus. She also met with the representatives of Georgian liberal parties to discuss the country's European integration aspirations.
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    Women in Georgia stand together


  

  
  "I met so many strong and inspiring women," said the former member of the parliament of Berlin from FDP during her visit to the Georgian capital Tbilisi, when she delivered a speech at the "Women in Politics" conference, addressing an audience of more than 150 women from various regions of Georgia.
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      We are happy to continue with the Liberal Platform - Youth on the topic of on intra-party democracy with the participants from Georgian liberal parties, members of ALDE. The third seminar was dedicated to image of the politician and its impact on public and intra-party affairs.

მოხარულები ვართ ახალგაზრდული ლიბერალური პლატფორმის ფარგლებში გავაგრძელოთ მუშაობა შიდაპარტიული დემოკრატიის თემაზე, ALDE-ს წევრ ქართულ ლიბერალურ პარტიებთან ერთად. მესამე სემინარი მიეძღვნა პოლიტიკოსის იმიჯს და მის ზეგავლენას საჯარო სივრცეში და შიდა-პარტიულ პროცესებზე.

თავისუფალი დემოკრატები / Free Democrats
Girchi • გირჩი - მეტი თავისუფლება
ლელო საქართველოსთვის • Lelo For Georgia
რესპუბლიკური პარტია Republican Party
სტრატეგია აღმაშენებელი • Strategy Aghmashenebeli
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      👉An ongoing summer school organized by Civic IDEA , with the support of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom South Caucasus, is underway in Anaklia. From July 29 to August 3, the event titled "Ethnic Diversity in the European Integration Agenda" aims to:

🌐Explore engaging topics, including Georgia's multi-ethnicity and multi-religiousness - prompting thoughtful discussions on whether it poses a danger or stands as a significant achievement. Additionally, the event addresses pressing matters like the security environment, anti-liberal populism, the threat of Russian influence in Georgia, and simulation game conflict transformational and security.

💼The summer school's comprehensive approach extends to broader concepts and goals of the European Union, encompassing energy, economy, hybrid challenges, deterrence strategies, and the EU's approaches toward these threats.
 Participants have the opportunity to engage in both theoretical and practical aspects through interactive workshops, allowing them to conduct research and demonstrate their awareness on the topics, followed by active discussions and debates.

🎓Under the slogan #ReshapeEurope, FNF has launched a global dialogue on how the EU can become more resilient and assertive in order to stand up to the enemies of freedom worldwide. In order to strengthen and defend the European model of free and democratic societies against authoritarian regimes, the EU must regain its radiance and creative power - both within its borders as well as with a view to its relations with other world regions. Make your voice heard and share with us your ideas on how to #ReshapeEurope!

Tinatin Khidasheli Natia Kobalia Salome Svanidze
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    Prisoner of Conscience: Vladimir Kara-Murza, Russia
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